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ORGANISING AUTHORITY Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron 2900 Nepean Road, Blairgowrie 3942, 
VIC 
Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron invites entries for the BYS Season 2025-26 held from 1 October 
2025 – 30 September 2026. 
 
BYS uses the BYS Sailing Hub, powered by Sailing Results, as our boat register, for race and 
series entry, signing on and signing off, results and for our race day volunteer roster. 
Instructions for setting up a BYS Sailing Hub account and its use can be found on the BYS 
website under Sailing. 
 
ADDRESS 2900 Point Nepean Road, Blairgowrie VIC 3942 
POSTAL ADDRESS PO BOX 13 Blairgowrie, VIC 3942 
TELEPHONE 03 5925 9600 
EMAIL sailing@bys.asn.au 
WEBSITE www.bys.asn.au 
RADIO CALL SIGN “BLAIRGOWRIE” 

VHF Ch 71 (keelboats & sportsboats courses) 
VHF Ch as per volunteer briefing (off the beach courses) 
VHF Ch 82 (keelboat long races ONLY) 

RACE COMMITTEE Head of Sailing 
Sailing Coordinator 
PRO (Principal Race Officer) 
CRO (Course Race Officer) 
Club Captain 

 
The notation ‘[NP]’ in a rule means that a boat may not protest another boat for breaking that 
rule. This changes RRS 60.1. 
 
1. VALIDITY 
1.1. These Sailing Instructions (SIs) are valid from 1 October 2025 until 30 September 2026 for 

club Sportsboat racing conducted by Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron. 
 

2. RULES 
2.1. The racing will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) 

and the BYS Notice of Race (NoR) and these Sailing Instructions (SIs).  
2.2. All boats shall comply with the Rules and By-Laws of BYS. Where there is an 

inconsistency between the Rules and By-Laws of BYS and these Sailing Instructions, the 
Rules and By-Laws of BYS shall prevail. 

2.3. All crew on deck competing under the following conditions shall wear a lifejacket 
complying with AS Special Regulations Part 1, Section 5.01: boats competing as Cat 6 
without lifelines complying with AS Special Regulations Part 1, 3.12. 

2.4. RRS 42.3(i) applies, propulsion is permitted when a boat is aground. 
 

3. CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
3.1. Any change to these Sailing Instructions shall be posted before 1000 on the day it shall 

take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races shall be posted by 2000 on 
the day before it shall take effect. 

 
4. COMMUNICATIONS WITH COMPETITORS 
4.1. Notices to competitors will be posted on the online official notice board via the BYS 

Sailing Hub here: https://sailingresults.net/sa/notice/default.aspx?ID=2033  
   

4.2. The Sailing Office is located on the second floor of the BYS clubhouse. 

mailto:sailing@bys.asn.au
http://www.bys.asn.au/
https://sailingresults.net/sa/notice/default.aspx?ID=2033
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4.3. [DP] [NP] While racing, except in an emergency, a boat shall not make voice or data 
transmissions and shall not receive voice or data communication that is not available to 
all boats. 

 
5. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE 
5.1. Signals made ashore shall be displayed on the western arm of the official flagpole 

adjacent to the main rigging lawn. 
5.2. When flag AP is displayed ashore, ‘1 minute’ is replaced with ‘not less than 30 minutes’ in 

the race signal AP. 
5.3. When flag Y is displayed ashore with one sound signal (RRS 40.2(b)), RRS 40.1 applies at 

all times while afloat.  
5.4. Failure of a crew member to comply with RRS 40 shall result in a finishing score of DSQ 

without a hearing. This changes RRS 40. 
 

6. SCHEDULE OF RACES 
6.1. The schedule of races is published on the official notice board (ONB) and BYS website 

www.bys.asn.au. 
6.2. The scheduled time of the warning signal is for the first division. 

 
7. CLASS FLAGS AND SIGNALS 
7.1. The class flags and signals are: 

Division / Class Class Flag 
J/70  J/70 logo, blue on white 
Mixed sportsboats Code Flag F 
Numeral Pennants Refers to the course number 

 
8. RACING AREA 
8.1. All races will be held on the waters of Port Phillip in the vicinity of Blairgowrie Yacht 

Squadron. 
 

9. COURSES 
9.1. The courses shall be windward-leeward as described in Addendum A. 

 
10. MARKS 
10.1. Marks are described in Addendum A. 

 
11. THE START  
11.1. Races shall be started using RRS 26. 
11.2. The starting line shall be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the committee 

boat at the starboard end and the course side of the port-end starting mark. 
11.3. To alert boats that a race starting sequence will begin soon, an orange flag will be flown 

from the race committee vessel with one sound signal not less than five minutes before 
a warning signal is made. 

11.4. No later than the warning signal, the course number shall be displayed on the race 
committee vessel. 

11.5. [DP] [NP] Boats whose warning signal has not been made shall avoid the starting area 
during the starting sequence for other races. 

11.6. A boat starting later than 10 minutes after her starting signal may be scored Did Not 
Start without a hearing. This changes RRS A5.1. 
 

12. CHANGE TO THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE 

http://www.bys.asn.au/
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12.1. To change the next leg of the course, the race committee will lay a new mark (or move 
the finishing line) and remove the original mark as soon as practicable. When in a 
subsequent change a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced by an original mark. 
  

13. SHORTEN COURSE 
13.1. Courses may be shortened in accordance with RRS 32.2. 

 
14. THE FINISH 
14.1. Course 1: The finishing line shall be between a staff displaying a blue flag on the 

committee boat and a yellow inflatable mark which shall be set to the port side of the 
committee boat. 

14.2. Course 2: The finishing line shall be between a staff displaying a blue flag on the 
committee boat and a black and white chequered finishing mark which shall be set to 
the port side of the committee boat. 

14.3. [DP] [NP] A boat that has finished shall not re-cross the finishing line. 
 

15. TIME LIMITS 
15.1. The Race Time Limit and the Finishing Window are shown in the table below: 

Event Race Time Limit Finishing Window 
Sportsboat racing 75 minutes 30 minutes 

 
15.2. The Finishing Window is the time for boats to finish after the first boat sails the course 

and finishes. Boats failing to finish within the finishing window, and not subsequently 
retiring, penalised or given redress, will be scored Time Limit Expired (TLE) without a 
hearing. A boat scored TLE shall be scored points for the finishing place one more than 
the points scored by the last boat that finished within the Finishing Window. This 
changes RRS 35, A5.1, A5.2 and A10. 

 
16. PROTESTS AND REQUESTS FOR REDRESS 
16.1. For each division, the protest time limit is 60 minutes after the last boat has finished the 

last race of the day or the race committee signals no more racing today, whichever is 
later. 

16.2. Hearing request forms are available from the Sailing Office or via the official notice 
board. 

16.3. Notices will be posted no later than 30 minutes after the protest time limit to inform 
competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses. Hearings will 
be held in the protest room described in the notice. 

16.4. On the last scheduled day of racing a request for reopening a hearing shall be delivered: 
(a) Within the protest time limit if the requesting party was informed of the decision 

on a previous day; 
(b) No later than 30 minutes after the requesting party was informed of the decision 

on that day. This changes RRS 63.7. 
 

17. ARBITRATION 
17.1. RRS Appendix T shall apply. 

 
18. SAFETY REGULATION 
18.1. If a gale warning for Port Phillip issued by the Bureau of Meteorology is current 4 hours 

before the scheduled start signal, the race session shall be cancelled. 
18.2. All boats shall SIGN ON and include all crew member details before the warning signal 

each day. The sign on and sign off facility shall be via the BYS Sailing Hub. Boats failing to 
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sign on shall be scored DNC for the first race of a session without a hearing. This changes 
RRS A5.1. 

18.3. [DP] [NP] All boats shall SIGN OFF at the earliest possible time after the completion of 
racing, but not later than the end of the protest time limit. Boats failing to sign off within 
the protest time limit shall result in a penalty of the boat’s score being increased by 5 
points, but not worse than the score for DSQ. All other boat’s score shall remain the 
same. This changes RRS A5.1. A boat that fails to meet SI 18.2 more than three times in a 
series is subject to a protest by the Race Committee. 

18.4. A boat that retires from a race shall notify the Race Committee by VHF radio as soon as 
possible. 

18.5. While racing, no anchors shall be carried on deck forward of the bow or with any part 
protruding outboard. Boats not complying with SI 20.5 shall be scored DSQ without a 
hearing. This changes RRS A5.1. 

18.6. Boats shall have submitted to the Sailing Office their Man Overboard (MOB) compliance 
declaration and Special Regulations Equipment Audit (EA) (Cat 6) as required by the 
Notice of Race. The MOB and EA documents are valid for up to 12 months. Submission of 
the EA document certifies that the boat meets the required safety category, that it shall 
be maintained in that condition for the duration of the EA validity period and that any 
change to the level of compliance shall be notified to the Race Committee. 

18.7. [DP] [NP] Boats without current MOB compliance declaration and current EA document 
submitted to the Sailing Office shall be subject to protest by the Race Committee. 

 
19. REPLACEMENT OF CREW OR EQUIPMENT 
19.1. Requests for a change of sail number shall be made at least an hour before the 

scheduled start of the race for which the substitution or change applies. The request 
must be made on the appropriate form available from the Sailing Office and the request 
must be approved by the Race Committee before the substitution or change is made. 

19.2. [DP] [NP] Failure to notify of a change of sail number may result in DNC without a 
hearing. This changes RRS A5.1. 

 
20. EQUIPMENT INSPECTION 

[DP] [NP] A boat or equipment may be inspected at any time for compliance with the 
class rules, AS Special Regulations and Sailing Instructions. On the water, a boat may be 
instructed by a Race Committee equipment inspector to proceed immediately to a 
designated area for inspection. 

 
21. SUPPORT BOATS 

Support person vessels shall stay 100m outside areas where boats are racing from the 
time of the preparatory signal for the first division to start until all boats have finished or 
retired or the race committee signals a postponement, general recall or abandonment. 

 
22. TRASH DISPOSAL 

Trash may be placed aboard support or official boats. 

 
23. RESULTS 

Results shall be published online at www.bys.asn.au and on the BYS Sailing Hub. 
 

24. DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY 
24.1. RRS 3 states: ‘The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or to 

continue to race is hers alone.’ By participating in this event each competitor agrees and 
acknowledges that sailing is a potentially dangerous activity with inherent risks. These 

http://www.bys.asn.au/
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risks include strong winds and rough seas, sudden changes in weather, failure of 
equipment, boat handling errors, poor seamanship by other boats, loss of balance on an 
unstable platform and fatigue resulting in increased risk of injury. Inherent in the sport 
of sailing is the risk of permanent, catastrophic injury or death by drowning, trauma, 
hypothermia or other causes. 

24.2. All those taking part in these races are reminded of their obligations as set out in the AS 
Special Regulations clause 1.02 Responsibility of the Person in Charge. 

 

ADDENDUM A – COURSES AND MARKS 
1. COURSES – CLUB STARTS 

PORT COURSE – all marks shall be rounded to port unless indicated by (S) 

ALL 
DIVISIONS 

CODE FLAG COURSE TO BE SAILED 

Course 1 Numeral Pennant 1 Start – 1 – 1A* – 3s / 3p – 1 – 1A* – Finish 

Course 2 Numeral Pennant 2 Start – 1 – 1A* – 3s / 3p – 1 – 1A* – 3s / 3p – Finish 

Course 3 Numeral Pennant 3 Special course communicated at competitor 
briefing 

 
2. MARK DESCRIPTION 

Mark Description Comment 

START/FINISH Yellow cylindrical inflatable Start line pin 

FINISH Black & white checked cylindrical inflatable Course 2 only 

Marks 1, 2, 3 Orange truncated conical inflatable  

1A Yellow conical inflatable *when laid 

Note: if mark 3s is missing, mark 3p will be rounded to port. 
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